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World Oceans Day: Healthy Oceans — Healthy Planet
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We are living in a time of unprecedented change. As we celebrate our marine treasures this World Oceans Day, we at
UNESCO are also reflecting on the work needed to sustain them as sea levels rise, and the water grows warmer and more
acidic. This year, the effects of climate change have been multiplied by a strong El Nifio that has brought record-breaking
temperatures to much of the Pacific Ocean.

Perhaps the most visible effect of this temperature spike has been mass bleaching of coral reefs. The latest scientific data
suggests that up to 15 of the universally outstanding coral reef systems on UNESCO’s World Heritage List might be
affected by the time the current bleaching event is over.

“The ongoing global coral bleaching event has been disastrous to many of the world’s reefs” said Dr. C. Mark Eakin,
Coordinator of NOAA’s Coral Reef Watch, which predicted the 2016 El Nifio would be the worst in recorded history.
“Many spectacular, remote, and well-protected reefs have suffered severe bleaching and death of corals. An unprecedented



number of World Heritage sites, from the well-known Great Barrier Reef'to the more remote Aldabra Atoll, Phoenix Islands
Protected Area, and Papahanaumokuakea have been harmed by high temperatures brought on by global warming and El
Nifio.”

Climate change is a global problem demanding a global solution. The Paris Agreement has created a framework for climate
action around the world. At its last session in Bonn, the World Heritage Committee—which has had a carbon neutral
policy for its sessions since 2007—voiced its hope that an agreement would be reached at COP21, and called on all States
Parties to mobilize global climate action on the ground. For coral reefs and many other marine ecosystems, keeping
climatic warming to the Paris Agreement’s long-term goal of 1.5°C is essential. UNESCO has been working for years to
track and manage climate impacts.

In our day-to-day work, we help governments and site managers reduce stressors like overfishing, shipping, pollution, and
coastal development so these fragile systems can build stronger resilience. Healthy ecosystems are better equipped to
withstand and recover from bleaching events, more frequent storms, and rising temperatures.

No one World Heritage site has all the solutions, and that is why it is essential that we work together to exchange ideas.
UNESCO plays a vital role in facilitating this kind of international cooperation. In August, the World Heritage Marine
Programme will bring site managers from around the world together in the Galdpagos Islands to share strategies for
adaptive management. By reducing other pressures on these ocean gems, we can provide a chance for them to bounce back
from this year’s devastating El Nifio, and safeguard their Outstanding Universal Value in the face of climate change.

Now is the time to stand together and unite our efforts to protect our common ocean legacy so we can pass it on to future
generations.

Happy World Oceans Day!
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¢ Relais & Chateaux and SeaWeb Europe celebrate Marine World Heritage on World Oceans Day by promoting
sustainable seafood Monday, 8 June 2015

e World Heritage celebrates World Oceans Day! Friday, 7 June 2013
e World Heritage celebrates World Oceans Day with new iPhone app Friday, 8 June 2012
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